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Policy: 

1) In accordance with 10 O.S., Section 7303-1.1b, when any child is taken into custody and it appears reasonable to the peace officer or employee of the court that the child is in need of medical treatment to preserve his/her health, any peace officer or any employee of the court shall have the authority to authorize medical examination and medical treatment for any child found to be in need of medical treatment as diagnosed by a competent medical authority in the absence of a parent or guardian who is competent to authorize medical treatment. (3-JDF-4C-42)

2) The officer or the employee of the court shall authorize said medical treatment only after exercising due diligence to locate the parents, guardian, or other persons legally competent to authorize medical treatment.

3) The parents, guardian, or custodian of the child shall be responsible for such medical expenses as ordered by the court.

4) No peace officer or employee of the court authorizing such treatment in accordance with the provisions of this section for any child found in need of such treatment shall have any liability, civil or criminal, for giving such authorization.

Definition: 

As used in this section, the following definition applies:

“Due Diligence”: A measure of effort to be expected from, and ordinarily exercised by a reasonable person.

Procedures:

1) Parent Consent: 

a) During the admissions procedures, the admitting officer places a call to the resident’s parent/guardian. If the call is complete and the parents/guardians are reached, they will be advised of the need to sign the D-6a., Medical Consent Form (see attachment A). The parent/guardian are asked to come in at their earliest convenience to sign the consent form.

b) The admitting officer indicates on the D-7, Notification and Information Form (see attachment B) if the parent was advised. 

c) During the initial detention hearing, the judge signs a court minute  authorizing medical treatment.

d) Attempts are made to obtain medical consent from the parent/legal guardian during regular visitation.

e) The D-6 a. Medical Consent Form becomes part of the resident’s medical record. 

f) The initially blank form is placed with the resident’s D-8a Visitation Log (see attachment C) in the Central Control after admission. Once signed, the original is placed in the resident’s medical file.

g) If any procedure is to be performed, the resident may reserve the right to refuse treatment unless the Responsible Physician determines that doing so would represent an immediate life threatening danger to the resident. In an instance of a resident’s refusal of treatment posing a danger to others or a life-threatening situation, a Court Order authorizing treatment or transfer shall be sought. Statements of refusal are entered into the resident’s medical file in all cases. (3-JDF-4C-42)
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