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Policy:

1) To achieve as high a learning potential as is possible within a short detention period and to provide continuity in learning, the facility provides educational services for all juveniles based on their individual needs as recognized and licensed by the State Department of Education. To accomplish this major goal, the facility maintains a minimum teacher-studio ratio of no more than one teacher to fourteen students.

2) Comprehensive educational programs are available to all eligible juveniles at a time when the majority can take advantage of the programs. (3-JDF-5C-01)
3) The facility’s educational program provides for a system of academic counseling, as well as, initial screening, assessment, and evaluation to determine each juvenile’s educational needs. 

4) Records are maintained at Extended Education Services where they are updated and sent to the home school upon a juvenile’s release.

5) Residents attending school receive incentives for their attendance. Individual and group rewards are offered.

6) Teachers assigned to the Oklahoma County Detention are certified to teach by the State of Oklahoma, Department of Education, and are employees of the Oklahoma City Public School System. Instructional supervision is provided by a certified Educational Supervisor. (3-JDF-5B-01-2); (3-JDF-5C-04-5)
7) There is a written, standardized, competency based curriculum supported by appropriate materials and classroom resources. (3-JDF-5C-04-4)

Definition: As used in this section, the following definition applies:

“Teachers”: Persons who meet the educational certification requirements of the State.

Procedures:

1) General Goals: 

a) The educational program is designed to meet the following goals:


i) To develop and provide programs which will contribute to the future well being of residents by responding to their individual concerns and needs (3-JDF-5C-01-1);

ii) To contribute to the welfare of residents by giving them a positive experience with authority figures, teaching responsibility, and building self-esteem;

b) To provide educational experiences which will help individuals improve their life skills and learn new alternatives of responding to difficult situation;

c) To assist residents in keeping up with their public school studies by providing educational experience related to their individual needs (3-JDF-5C-01-1);

d) To measure annually the effectiveness of the Educational Program against established Performance Objectives which are reviewed by the Facility Administrator (3-JDF-5C-04); and

e) To maintain educational records on detained residents.

2) Facility Education Plan: 

a) The Education Program is an important component of the overall Detention Program. The Oklahoma County Juvenile Detention Facility contracts with the Oklahoma City School District to provide teachers and educational services. Class schedules follow the Oklahoma City Public Schools schedule. (3-JDF-5C-04-3)

b) The academic programs are recognized, certified, or licensed by the state department of education. Programs up to the completion of high school and/or the GED are available at  no cost to juveniles (3-JDF-5C-04-3)
c) The purpose of Detention is to provide security, good physical care, and a positive learning experience that is of benefit to the residents once they leave the Facility. The resident adjustment to the Educational Program affects the number of privileges they will enjoy while in the Facility.

d) The educational program system of academic counseling, as well as initial screening, assessment, and evaluation to determine each juvenile's educational needs. In addition, the YGS department incorporates social skill development into the overall Education Program, coordinating such activities with the academic programs. The program’s focus on social skills serves as a bridge between the formal Educational Program and the survival skills needed by residents once they leave Detention. (3-JDF-5C-04-6); (3-JDF-5C-04-9)
e) Detention residents receive a reading test prior to entering the School Program to assist in determining their ability level. The Math Instructor provides a short test to help assess the ability level in this area. All residents also have access to the more formalized testing procedures available through the School District when there is information or reason indicating this is necessary or desirable. Testing includes the capability of evaluating residents in all relevant areas such as speech, vision, hearing, general intelligence, and academic performance. Formal testing procedures are utilized and all tests will be administered and interpreted by a qualified individual. (3-JDF-5C-04-6)
f) All eligible youth in the Facility are offered educational opportunities following orientation. 
g) School personnel may administer individualized standardized tests only when written permission has been obtained from the student’s legal guardian and the teacher is properly certified. A copy of the parental consent form will be maintained in each resident’s file. (3-JDF-5C-04-4)
h) The educational program allows for flexible scheduling that permits juveniles to enter at any time and to learn at their own pace. Facility school personnel will obtain the youth’s current class schedule and curriculum. When the anticipated length of stay is more than one week, records may be requested by contacting home schools. Withdrawal grades are issued when a student completes assignments and attends class five or more days. Teachers may use professional discretion in issuing grades for students who attend less than five days. Information released to other schools by Extended Education Services is restricted to coursework assigned and grades achieved. (3-JDF-5C-04-7)
3) Educational Vocational Records

a) Enrollment grades and appropriate educational records go the EES Officer and will be maintained on each resident who attends class while in the Facility. Access will be limited to those qualified persons who have a need to know. Classes Offered—General math, Pre-Algebra, Gen. Science, Biology, Language Arts, Oklahoma History, U.S. History, World History, Reading Literature, Life Skills. These subjects are all approved by the Department of Education. (3-JDF-5C-04-1)
4) Remedial Education

a) Teachers may determine the need for remedial services by means of school records, screening, or individualized tests. Teachers will provide remediation for individual students as needed. (3-JDF-5C-02)
5) Educational Accomplishments

a)  Where residents are detained in Detention during part of the school year and are in good standing with their home school that resident, as formal recognition, may earn credit through EES and could complete their graduation requirement. It is the school instructor’s responsibility to make sure that all necessary documentation is sent to proper authorities. Students who meet the necessary requirements may receive individualized instruction to help them prepare for the examination. (3-JDF-5C-04-3)
6) Teacher Responsibilities: 

a) Responsibilities of teachers include:

i) Issuing Grades

(1) Teachers issue all grades. If the student resides in the Facility for five days of a semester, grades are to be recorded. A student must have received instruction a minimum of seventy hours to earn a unit of credit.

7) Withdrawal Procedures/Transcripts

a) If a student has been in attendance over five days and has completed assigned work, grades should be recorded upon withdrawal from class. Withdrawal grades are listed on the withdrawal form. All earned credit with grades must be reported to the EES for transcript revision.

8) Confidentiality Procedures:
a) All persons involved in the Education Program are expected to maintain the same level of confidentiality required of other Facility personnel. District personnel may maintain such data or records on said juveniles as required by Federal, State, or District guidelines. However, pursuant to Oklahoma State Statues, Title 10, 7307-1.1.A, an order from a Judge of the District Court of Oklahoma County shall be necessary for information on juveniles to be released to any other person or entity. (3-JDF-5C-04-1)
9) School Participation: 

a) All residents are expected to attend the School Program unless they provide verification of having completed high school, have an approved G.E.D. program, or are from out of state. 
b) Residents who decide not to attend school, or who are removed from school, will remain in their rooms until the next morning.  Their level will be dropped to a C1-70. 
c) Either school or Facility staff outside the classroom area may counsel with residents who have minor school adjustment problems. If this is effective, they may then be returned to the classroom without additional consequences. 

d) Residents who are removed from school during the morning are to be returned to their rooms but may return at the beginning of the afternoon session at the discretion of the Shift Supervisor. 

e) If a resident is on room confinement when school starts in the morning, they may return to school at the start of the next class period following the end of such confinement. If a resident receives cool off time or room confinement during the day, outside of school, they can return to school at the start of the next class period following such room restriction.

f) Residents whose level is “frozen” may maintain their current score but it may be changed for any negative behavior. Residents who miss school because of illness will be unable to participate in activities in the dayroom for that day. Any resident who misses any part of a school day for reasons of illness or behavior will be unable to advance on the level system that day regardless of the score obtained.  They will be able to maintain their level if their score is appropriate.

g) Residents who attend and participate in all school activities that day will be given, as an incentive, a Facility token. The receipts of said items after the completion of a week’s activities will allow residents to purchase item from the Facility commissary. There is also recognition of specific educational accomplishments. (3-JDF-5C-04-2); (3-JDF-5C-04-3)
h) Residents who attend and participate in all school activities will receive a positive level. Points for attending school and participation in approved activities will allow resident to move up on the level system and receive other special privileges.

10)  Class Attendance: 

a) No resident shall leave the classroom without permission of the teacher or a staff member.

b) Reasons for leaving the classroom:

i) Sickness;

ii) Tutoring;

iii) Securing material;

iv) Changing classes;

v) Counseling;

vi) Meeting with psychologist;

vii) Court hearing; or

viii) Non-participation or behavior problem.

c) Work assignments do not conflict with school hours to ensure they do not interfere with the resident’s education. All assigned workers are encouraged to visit after school.

11)  Classroom Facilities: 

a) The educational program is supported by specialized equipment that meets minimum state education standards. Classrooms have (3-JDF-2E-05); (3-JDF-5C-03):

i) Adequate classroom space to accommodate the design capacity of the Facility;

ii) Storage space for classroom supplies; and

iii) Equipment needed by minimum state standards requires for each classroom:

(1) Chalkboard;

(2) Bulletin board; and

(3) Pupil and teacher desks and chairs.

12)  Education Supplies (3-JDF-5C-03): 

a) Educational supplies include all hardware and software used in the Educational Program.

b) The school system supplies textbooks and supplementary teaching materials.

i) Textbook request

(1) Selection of textbooks is made in conjunction with the School Administrator and will be selected to reach grade level objectives.

c) The Facility supplies non-instructional material. Other equipment provided, by the Facility include a dvd player, videocassette player, and computers.

13) Vocational/Work Programs: 

a) Due to the nature of the facility, residents are not permitted to work in the community. The residents are not in the facility long enough to benefit from a formal vocational educational program. (3-JDF-5C-04-8); (3-JDF-5C-07)
b) Residents are not required to participate in uncompensated work assignments unless the work is related to housekeeping, maintenance of the facility, personal hygienic needs, or part of an approved training program. Juveniles are permitted to perform these tasks regardless of whether they have a disability. (3-JDF-5C-05); (3-JDF-5C-08)
c) Residents are not permitted to work in food services, medical, or maintenance. (3-JDF-4B-09)
d) Juveniles are not permitted to perform any work prohibited by state and federal regulations and statutes pertaining to child labor. (3-JDF-5C-06)
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