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Policy: 

1) The Oklahoma County Juvenile Detention Center has a physical plant design which facilitates personal contact and interaction between staff and juveniles. 

2) The facility operates with three living units of no more than twenty-five juveniles each and four living units of no more than sixteen juveniles each.   No living unit exceeds the rated bed capacity. (3-JDF-2B-02)
3) A new detention facility may be constructed, or the existing facility expanded, only after a need evaluation study has been completed by the parent agency or other appropriate agency. The facility will also consider sexual abuse protection when expanding or constructing a new facility or adding a new video monitoring system.  (3-JDF-2B-04); (115.318)
Procedures:

1) History of Facility 

a) Prior to construction of the Detention Center, a “Gross Space Study” was completed for Oklahoma County by Glover Smith, Nixon, and Bode, Inc. during 1982. Independent consultation was provided in 1989 by the Department of Human Services (DHS) for a Detention Service Needs Analysis. In 1995, preliminary steps were taken to estimate the cost of expanding the Detention Center and a Citizens Advisory Committee was formed to obtain community input throughout the expansion plan. Construction was completed and a 38 bed expanded Detention Center was opened in March 1999. (3-JDF-2B-05)
2) Projected Workload and Staffing

a) The 1982 study projected that the number of Detention admissions would increase from 1,369 in 1981 to 1,495 by the year 2000. Space needs were established at 24,168 square feet by using applicable ACA standards. A more comprehensive plan for staffing needs was completed in 1986. The first full year budget for the Center was established at $1,201,821.

b) Between 1989 and 1995, the consistent daily average of youth detained was in the 60s and 70s. The expansion brings 16,000 more square feet to the Facility. The first year budget including the expanded area is estimated at 3,000,000.

3) Space Requirements: 

a) The Facility has been designed to meet or exceed all space requirements of ACA with approximately 11,335 square feet of indoor living area or 141.69 square feet per resident. The total outdoor recreation is 6,900 square feet. The total indoor area of the Facility is approximately 40,000 square feet. The Center’s design allows for personal contact between staff and residents. (3-JDF-2B-01)

b) The Detention Center was designed to be a full service regional detention center consistent with the State Plan for detention service adopted by the Oklahoma Commission for Human Services.

4) Description of the Center:  

a) The Oklahoma County Juvenile Detention Facility is an 80-bed capacity Facility, which occupies part of the first floor of a modern four-story Juvenile Justice Center containing 178,007 square feet and reconstructed at an estimate cost of $2,821,000.00.

b) The Detention Facility was first occupied on 10-13-86. Also included in the overall Center are courtrooms and offices for Court Services, District Attorney, and Public Defender Personnel. Connected to the Facility is a children’s shelter for abused & neglected children. Although the two facilities are connected, the Juvenile Justice Center is a separate and self-contained unit. The consolidation of so many children’s services in one area helps facilitate both communication and efficiency. The Oklahoma County Juvenile Detention Center is not on the grounds of any other correctional agency. (3-JDF-2B-02-1); (3-JDF-2B-03); (3-JDF-2B-07)
c) The Detention Facility was constructed under state stature which provides “Board of County Commissioners of every county shall provide for the temporary detention of a child who is or who may be subject to Secure Detention and may construct a building or rent a space for such purpose,” 10 O.S.A. The facility is consistent with federal guidelines and Oklahoma Statutes requiring discontinuation of jail usage for juveniles by 1-1-88, 10 O.S.A. Sect. 73034-1.4 (except in limited circumstances as set out in this same section). The Detention Facility is a “state of the art” facility located on the same site as the old Detention Facility. (3-JDF-1A-01)

d) The Facility includes secure administrative offices, a Control Center, an admission area, private interviewing area, two holding rooms, storage area, and laundry area. The Facility also has a medical clinic, half court gymnasium, 1 indoor recreation area, 2 semi indoor recreation areas, six classrooms, a library, dining & visitation area, and a full service kitchen. There are seven separate living areas which include two areas having 15 single occupancy rooms, one area having 12 single occupancy rooms, two areas having 9 single occupancy rooms, and two areas having 8 single and 1 double occupancy rooms. (3-JDF-2C-01)

e) The number of juveniles does not exceed the Facility rated bed capacity. The Facility is designed and constructed so that residents can be grouped in accordance to a classification plan. Each unit has an outdoor recreation area available to them. (3-JDF-2B-06); (3-JDF-2B-08)
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